Chasing Waterfalls

By Samantha Myers

The roaring sound is both peaceful and intimidating. The magnitude
of their formations is majestic. Their strength is awe=-inspiring.

‘Waterfalls captivate us. But the experience loses someathing when you
are in a throng of tourists. Here, top travel experts describe how to
best marvel at some of the world's best falls.

I Ealls, Brazil & A g

A Eraval gestinabon for rare Bhrar ) millian peopla annoslly,
Iguazy Falls is a cascade bhat fringes bwo countres and Begs 1o be

eeparancid from Bobn scas "The talle sre amazirg ir thair wedth”

says Car Gray from Gray & Co., a premnier tour operator for disperm-
Irg travelers, They are 2.7 kilomatars wide ancd Pwist and tuen alang
the horder of Brazil and argenting inte 275 diffarent watesfalls that

are seen from differant angles on catwalks from oth sides. Simphy
amazing — that's twice as tall ot Niagara and three times as wica”

The 2 gy neradisia el b Wisil yasr-roung” says Chiis
Brupning, senicr trip planmer For Brown = Hudson, a Daspoke
travel company promsing clants & urigue and perscnal bravel
axpenence. "The jungle surrounding the falls often gets over-
lnokad bt s in fact, extramaly biodiverse.” Brunning and Gray
laud tha flora and espe ¥ fauna around the falls — howler

On the border of Brazil and

monkeys, caiman, macaws, ooati, among
ather exobos

Trwir bvwr are esacitiod for Awvasi lguazu,
a luxury jungle kedge gpenirg thare at the
ard of the year, "Traditionally:, the imposing
Bazlrmord Hotal das Calaralas has erpowed
Lhe regulation as the place Lo Slay al the
falls, fargely due toils gerlect pcation on
the Brazilian sde” says Brunning. “Sweas
Iguazu will b2 cpening an intimate Ioodge
Ly the river on the Angenting side — glests
willl enjay dedicated 4x4d vehickes to help
unlock the potenbal of this arss and raise
the standara significanthy’

Kaieteur Falls, Guyana

Unliboes weakartalls such as Iguazu and -
Miagara, which ore stesd by fraguented with £
taursks, Kaketeur Falls offers & rostic and 3
igaatesd destination Foe & rgeg acleenlung.
“THIS 5 &0 anarmols part af the sppasl — ;
thers IS sl 1o no dewEoprment,” Says Gray

Embeadded i wvirtually pristine
Armazon ranforest, the aasiest way to et bo
the falls is by means of an how-ong fligl
from Georgetown =— Guyanas largest city
And you can expect there are basically no

heateds withen miles of the falls, sither 2 major ™

plus or dowrsicge dependng on your incling
tion. It's a trek to visit, but the vision of the
falls = warth it

Although gifficult to as=ess waterfall
farrmations, Kaataur Falls is often recog-
nized as the tallest srgle-drop watarfall,
at 741 Fagt, “You can just imaginag tha
haopy wildlifa in there — jaguars, ana-

COondas, gisnt river otbors, crazy amounts
of Dirds, including the rare,” 5avs Gray of
the rainforest surrgunding the secludad
spactacle

Hevasupal Falls, Arlzons

Located within the Grand Canyen,
Havasupa: Falls reguires a 10-mile hike each
wary to the stunning blus-green waterfalls
of the Havasupai trical land (Havasupai
essentially transiates to “olue-green water
piopha), The falls are fanbastic yaar-rourd,

but the hat surmmer montis maka swim- ©

reing i the pools and babund the walarfads 2
that much mdre termpling,” Says Brunning
Best exparignoed [heougk: @ mulli-Gey hiloe
FECLaireg Campnng in e woilkderress, the Trip
can also be made via a helicopter for those
wanbting a short wslt —




“Join up with a Havasupai guide to
learmn about the spintual snificarce and
unsgua rack formations that have boen
carvad out ovar centures,” Brunnimg con-
linues, Frackos gathering wild plants like
walnuls, wild carcytufl, ang Darrel Cacti
Lkal Lhe indigenaus pecple depend an
Team W with arghascdogists from Chg Mu-
sem of Morthern Arizona and join in with
thie excavation effarts to recovar sigreficant
historca artifacts along the Calorado Raver:
O, for the mare adventurous, we'll pick you
uz in a orivataly chartared Kodiak arrcraft
for 2 bespake rafung expadtion, with luxuny
camps set up each night and accompanied
by an expert astronormar, a tearn of guidas
and your own personal chet End in Lake
Powall where your speedooat is waiting, Let
woaur Fair denery and raursd rirgs F wwikly
water skiing and stand up paddle bogrding
ir deserted coves”

Godatoss, [celand

Iceland is dotted with spactacular,
Increginle waterfa s often framed virant
rainbows,”" says Carclyn Werry o :
Cne of tha most astcunding is Godafoss.
Translated 1o arfall of the goos” it was
named after an ancient myth connected
with a significant evant in the country's
history. IF you wisit, Brumning recammends
hearing the full retelling of Thorgeir

wha wos said bo have thrown the idals of
b Gods inks the watarfall after Somaarting
frar MNorse paganisrn D Christiarity,

“1wukd sy that [oalan i

tsn for mone explores-Tyoa travelers who
wiant a national gepgrapt BXDErisnog,
ot a hegh-end lueoury traveer” says Ty,
though she names Depar Farm as a fue-
star progpety that can offer guests hiking
with an expet guide or takong a helx
ter to a number of impressive locatons
wanzing o avoid travel by foot, Brunning
recommends & helicopter axpanance from
the capital Reykiawk to drop you off on top
of the waterfall for a picrec and a view.
“Tha coldest months are Decamber,
ry and Fabnsary: honwesar, &t this bme

Jar
Wi caranjay anuriorgetiabbe spectachs of
a Trozen walerlal | Says Brunneng, "Alsg. the
SLAMITET & eerfect tirng clis to the orgest
duration af daylight, Try
rise i watch the sun begin oo shine straight
through the canyon onte the waterfall.

ek tere at sun-

Ban Gloc-Detian Falls,
China & Vietnam

Straddling the border of China anc
Wietnam, the imaoressive Ban Gioo-Detian
Falls is in & lush and diverse locabon worthy

£ @ visit. "There ara lots of baautiful spots
arourd the base of tha falls on which to sit
and take in tha spectacle — providirg you
dor't visit on a weekernd or pubac holiday
you may hava it almost all o yourself Enjoy
& gless of champeagre an your oewn Barmboo
rall, as you Moal closer Uo Lhe Cascadse bar
et beer wigraws,” Says Brurmirg

'For the rmdre gxperignosd walkers
thera's a testing path leading up thraugh

the jungle to the first amd sacond tiers
of the falls,” says Brunnimg. “Your expert
gulde will show you an array of jungle
flewer and fauna throughout your walk,
before a raditional dumpling ‘unch
overlooking tha fals frem a magnificent
height. For ever mora speciacular views,
you can climb higher.

Maxt totha Ban Guoc-Datan Falls, you
car find tha Nguoam MNgao Cava, an impn
sivie, well-lit canve swstem that you cane
ily axplorg for hours For a mone luxuarous
e perigncd Brunning recormemencls & privale
Bosat to bake wous to Ba Be Malisnal Park
“The sCengry herg Swooos rom bower-
irsg limestars mountains peaking at 1,554

metars down inko plunging valleys wrasoed
in dense evergrean forests, spackled with
s with the lakes Uwrn-
salves dominating the wery haart of
park,” Brunning explains

tha

dog Falls, India

Also krown as Gergsoppa Falls, Jog
zlls stamds at #2329 feet high and spills

ter from four different cascades — Raa,
Foarer Hoc«et and Ranl — into a below
garpe. “The aduous terran along the
Falls takes more than an hour for an ind
vidual to climb up and walk down toward
the bas=e of the falls” says Brunnirg. “But
the peautiful forests around the waterfalls
ard tha Swarnanadi Rivvar arg g must-visit,
wheng your Swry privake picres can e st
im thHis Beautiful, spciuded area

A hedicopbar Might can geea ar ideal
e prarienod of tha alls, which wou San bake
from Mangalors Airport. Brunning racom-
mends an expert guide for a tour anound
Banavasl, an ancient temple towen in Littara
Kannada. Altnough second to Mohkalkai
Falls, the tallest falls in the counktry, Jog
Falls is the zallast inits state and plays a
significant role n tourism for Karnataka.
The Ganesha Festi another grest rea
son ko visit, which = neld every year to
wiorshio a black marizls idol of the widely
celgbrated deity.

Miagara Falls, U.S. &Canada

O

tha bordor botweon e LS, and
Canada, Niagara Falls is MNorth America’s
ol wall koo walarfall 108 my
that the Dest place 1o See Misgars i rom
the Canadian side the Maid of the Mt and
Journey Behind the Falls tours are tournst
staples But Gray notes there s more 1o the
reghan

“The Miagara region offers great niking
ard Siking. You can oycle from Miagara Falls
along ke paths to Miagara-on-the-Lake,
which is a lovely lakefront town, bost to the
Shanw Theatre Fastival auranls, shop-
ping, ard an excelient base for exploring the
Miggare ragion's wineries”" says Gray, 3ncg
Missgara Car D Wouristy, for actammada-
LS, she recomrmgnds Gueen's Landing or
Prince of Whales on Lalke Ontario G
the Twenty in Jdordan IF you weant to stay
In Magara, the Hiltar is your best option”

Secrel

Four cascades make

Rocket and Rani,
Around Ehe Falls,
planty to
as% anakthiar
i,
Kudumari Falls in
the deep foras
In the Chak

macaque, tigers,
black panthers,




