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After all, life is simply more fun 

when you walk into a room that wel-

comes you with an unobstructed view 

of Hyde Park. Maybe it was the floor-

to-ceiling windows or the surprisingly 

oversized room, a rare feat in London’s 

city center, but it felt like we had the 

whole park to ourselves. 

Besides acclaimed greenspace, The 

Metropolitan is also convenient to shop-

ping on Regent & Oxford, Shepherd 

Market, Picadilly and to the Burlington 

and Princess Arcades where cashmere, 

jewelry, shoes and apparel line both 

sides of upscale corridors. Tapping into 

our inner artist, we took the opportu-

nity to balance the mayhem of Harrods 

with the solitude of the Royal Academy 

of Arts.

Much like its literary and theatrical 

history, London is replete with highly 

rated restaurants. We resumed our 

foodie fest back at The Metropolitan. 

Here, celebrated Chef Nobuyuki Mat-

suhisa opened the expansive see-and-

be-seen Nobu as his first European 

venture decades ago. Still considered 

a restaurant not to be missed, Nobu 

is home to Michelin-starred Japanese-

Peruvian cuisine served in a stylish set-

ting. We unabashedly dove into adven-

turous small plates and several rounds 

of incredible sushi, all of which lived up 

to the hype. 

Besides pampering your palate, The 

Metropolitan also sports a spa, better 

known as COMO Shambhala Urban 

Escape, to revamp tired souls in the 

vast medley of Asian-inspired holistic 

treatments. A little down time is a good 

idea before donning designer threads 

and heading to the The Met, the hotel’s 

decades old bar with a reputation for 

hosting London’s hottest crowd. Our 

action-packed agenda, however, called 

for rest and an early departure from 

Waterloo to Sunningdale.

Bespoke Travel wiTh 
Brown + hudson
What would you do if you could 

travel anywhere and do any-

thing? The more impossible, the 

better. Posed this question dur-

ing dinner with Philippe Brown, 

owner of the London-based be-

spoke travel company Brown + 

Hudson, I surprisingly stuttered, 

stumbled and searched to find 

an answer.

 It’s one thing to miss a 

math question, but not using my 

imagination to come up with the 

trip of a lifetime? Suddenly, call-

ing myself an adventurous soul 

seemed like a farce.  Then again, 

bringing dreams to life and craft-

ing an experience that might oth-

erwise go unimagined is what lo-

gistically untethered Brown and 

his team of creative masterminds 

do for a living.

 “We are not a standard 

travel company. In fact, we tend 

to reject most of the conventions 

of the travel industry. We know 

various corners of the world and 

understand our clients’ world,” 

Brown said, adding, “The art is in 

bringing the two together in the 

best possible way.” 

 Over dinner, I heard stories 

of personal experiences so im-

plausible, I was more impressed 

by how they did it than what they 

did or why. 

 For example, Brown + Hud-

son once took a client fascinated 

by all things 007 Bond and his 

wife, who loved playing the pi-

ano but suffers from a condition 

with severe short term memory 

loss, epileptic seizures and hy-

persomnia, to Iceland. There, the 

company arranged for the couple 

to spend time with the line pro-

ducer from “Die Another Day” 

and for the client’s wife to play 

the piano just for her husband on 

the main stage of Eldborg Audi-

torium at Reykjavik’s iconic Har-

pa Concert Hall (home to Iceland 

Symphony Orchestra and Icelan-

dic Opera).  The whole event was 

filmed so that the memory could 

always be recaptured for her. 

 “We understand that the 

more original thinking we do, 

and the more original sources 

we involve, the more creative the 

result and the less comparable it 

will be,” Brown said.

Our journey to discover more gems continues in Chelsea, 

one of the most affluent and beautiful boroughs of London. 

Here, we found the delightful Draycott Hotel, a five-star 

townhouse hotel occupying three adjacent red brick Ed-

wardian homes that have been transformed into a single 

property loaded with character and charm. Read more at 

pointsnorthatlanta.com/category/travel-features/

{  london and beyond }
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Open for lunch and dinner: Monday - Saturday

Dinner reservations recommended 

Live music Wed., Fri. & Sat. nights

Call ahead, drive-thru take-out window available

11730 Jones Bridge Road, Johns Creek 30005

770-772-6456 or 678-520-3336

rosamiaitalian.com

Now offeriNg “ready-to-go” gourmet trays 
Take our food on vacation to the lake, the beach or the mountains!
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